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Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 21/01/2021 at 

7.00pm via zoom video conference. 

In attendance: 
 
Parish Cllrs: Adams (Chairman), Amin (late), Drummond, Fuller, Merritt, Philpott, Smith, D. Taylor, L. 
Taylor and Walton. 
Staff: Bev Field (Parish Clerk)  
City and County Cllrs: Cllr Phillips (apologies received from Cllr Munkonge).  
Members of the public: 2 

 
Public participation session:  

Resident 1: an e-mail was circulated and read out by the Parish Clerk in support of conserving natural 

habitats and requesting information on the Parish Council’s approach to hedgerows.  

Answer: Cllr Adams stated that a resident of Sandhills recently contacted him with similar concerns. Cllrs 

responded that the millennium hedge is pruned annually, and this was done in December. Significant 

cutting back was undertaken at the playing field in preparation for the drainage works in November, so that 

the open ditch could be accessed to dig out the ditch and enable the water to flow. The hedgerows around 

public spaces including sports, play, footpaths and bridleways are kept trimmed for public use. This 

includes cutting back the footpath overgrowth to encourage walkers not to leave the path and trample the 

crops. The Council is committed to promoting the natural environment and manages the spinney and trees 

sympathetically to encourage wild habitats, and the top field is managed as a wildflower meadow and only 

cut once per year. Therefore, the birds and wildlife thrive in the area, which is designated for the enjoyment 

of outdoor sports and leisure. A plan to plant trees around the Parish is being explored. The Parish Council 

does not own any verges, and Cllr Smith reported that Oxfordshire County Council resolved to support wild 

verges where possible.  

Agreed: The Parish Clerk will enquire with Oxfordshire County Council Highways team for their policy on 

allowing wild verges where appropriate.  

Resident 2: Objections were raised for the planning application for agenda item 118b/0121. The resident 

lives in Collinwood Close and said neighbours were concerned about the proposal. Historically, the plot 

was garden (not brown fill). Access will be difficult for skips and vehicles which may damage the resident’s 

garage. The new occupants would have to walk by their back garden and could see into the windows, 

causing a loss of privacy. Their back entrance will need a security light, which would cause light pollution, 

as well as the noise pollution from 3 families living in a small space. Only 1 parking space is allowed which 

is unrealistic. The consultation signs only went up on Monday 18th, so there is not enough time for residents 

to respond. It may affect flooding in the area and there are badgers and foxes living there, as noted by a 

local RSPCA officer. There used to be 14 houses in the Close, now there are 19 plus these 3 and each 

could be subject to permitted development and extended. Lastly, the safety of access for emergency 

services may be compromised by the overdevelopment of Downside Close Collinwood Close. 

The Chairman thanked the resident and closed the public participation session.  

114/0121 Apologies: apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Purbrick and Naylor for personal 
reasons. Cllr Amin sent her apology that she will arrive late.  
 
115/0121 Declarations of interest:  
Cllr Smith is a member of the East Area Planning Committee and did not participate in any planning 
discussion.  
Register of interests declaration updates are outstanding for Cllrs Purbrick, Philpott, L.Taylor and Amin. 
Agreed: The Parish Clerk will re-circulate the forms, and a paper copy can be provided.  
 
116/0121 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 17/12/20 were approved to be signed as an 
accurate record.  
 
117/0121 Matters arising: for item 98/1220 the pavement by the development at the corner of Kiln 
Lane/Downside Rd has been repaired today with a new dropped kerb.  
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118/0121 Planning and licensing applications: Representations to be made to Oxford City Council as 
follows: 
a) 13 Burdell Avenue, Sandhills OX3 8EE application ref: 20/03212/FUL to erect a two-storey side and 

rear extension, erect a single-storey rear extension and a detached ancillary outbuilding to the rear. 
The application is a basic design of a large extension, similar to others the area. The outbuilding is not 
in the plans, so this needs more information regarding the proximity to the fence, height and the effect 
on the amenity of the neighbouring property.  

Resolved: To comment on the application that more information is needed on the outbuilding, but 
otherwise it does not conflict with planning guidance (Cllr Adams).  

 
b) 1-2 Land to the rear of Collinwood Close, Risinghurst OX3 8HS application ref: 20/03178/FUL to erect 

two single-storey buildings to create 2 x 1 bed and 1 x 2 bed dwelling houses, with provision of car 
parking, bin and cycle stores. This item was dealt with following the public participation session.  
 
A resident spoke on this application during the public participation session. The planning representative 
reported that this is an over-development of the site, which has increased since the last application. 
There is a stream across Downside Rd and the areas has historically been damp. Thames Water have 
commented in the past that it could be flagged as a flood risk. Cllr Phillips commented that she has 
objected, as has Highways and the Civic Society.  

Resolved: To object to the application as an over-development with concerns about flooding, emergency 
vehicle access, loss of privacy and amenity to the neighbouring properties (Cllr D. Taylor). 

 
119/0121 Planning applications: Representations to be made to Oxford City Council on any applications 
validated since the publication of the agenda as follows: 
a) 16 Collinwood Road Oxford OX3 8HJ application ref 21/00097/FUL to erect a part-single, part two-

storey rear extension with alterations to one window and insertion of one window to the side elevation. 
Resolved: No objection (Cllr D. Taylor) 
 
120/0121 Parish Clerk: The actions report was noted. The Clerk highlighted the following items: 

• PAT test: the certificate for the pavilion expires on 6th February.  

• Furlough: The Grounds Supervisor will be furloughed from 1st February due to all sports being 
closed and for health protection. Decision 11a/0720 resolved to top up to 100% anyone furloughed, 
which can continue until reviewed. 

• Downside Dip: The refurbishment of the play area starts on 1st February. Notices will be posted 
at the gates, on the website, notice boards and letters written to residents in the area. The 
Wicksteed team can use the pavilion toilet since it is not in use.  

• Headington Youth Football Club (HYFC): Two of the organising committee who provide the 
catering have now passed the level 3 Food Hygiene course, which was required in their contract. 
HYFC will not be asking the Parish Council to pay for the fees.  

• Training: The Clerk attended a training on 11/01/21 on using social media to enhance a Council’s 
communications and has started to set up the Council Face Book page, that opts into using a 
profanity filter and moderating comments by reviewing them prior to being published, in line with 
the Digital Communication policy. 

 
Agreed: Cllr Philpott will undertake the PAT testing. Cllr Drummond will arrange access.  
 
121/0121 Finance: The overview report shows the total bank balances and earmarked reserves. The 
receipts and payments report gives details of expenditure to date compared to the budget forecast. On 
31/12/20 the balances were Santander/Unity Trust. £59,725.58 (current account) and £68, 741.27 (Savings 
account). 
Santander have been notified of the account closure, and the ID of all signatories has been submitted to 
authorise the closure.  
 
122/0121 Payments:  
KPayroll had an uncashed cheque dated in July 2020 and requested that the payment is re-issued.  
Rubber chippings were paid in advance of the meeting so that we could take delivery. 3 x 500kg was 
authorised and a fourth bag was agreed by Cllr Adams and Fuller, according to the financial regulations. 
 
Cllr D. Taylor agreed to authorise the payments online. Cllrs L. Taylor and Walton agreed to sign the 
payment schedule and invoices. 
Approved: The payment schedule was authorised. 
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123/0121 Grounds Supervisor: 

• Good news that the new drain along the bank from the pavilion to the ditch plus the original cross-
site drain is allowing surface water to gush out 24 hours a day. The ditch is clearing away the 
outflow and running into the adjoining part of the ditch on the farmer’s land with no problems. Some 
further work on debris clearance along the ditch and the Park & Ride path will be carried out once 
we’ve got a few dry days to work safely and mud-free. The puddles on the worst areas of the path 
will have repairs with MOT type 1 stone to avoid more major repairs later.  

• The missing section of the fence at Dr Jack’s gates has been recovered and is now in position, 
thanks to Cllr Fuller.  

• The Millennium hedge in Dr Jack’s field had its annual cutback. 

• HYFC teams have suspended all on-site training until further notice. Some individual trainers and 
students are still occasionally on site. 

• Floor painting in the pavilion changing rooms entrance will be carried out.  

• The showers have been drained down and new seals and inserts are to be fitted. 

• Painting the slide at Downside Dip is being considered. A local painter/maintenance person is 
required once there is drier weather. It appears that some of the woodwork needs some repairs. 

• Oxwood Tree Surgery team all have covid-19, so work on tree T40 has been delayed. 

• the allotment gate latch has been welded back into position.  
 
124/0121 Reports from Members: To receive reports from members with: 
a) Parish Council updates:  

• A fencing panel was found dumped after one of Cllr Fuller’s weekly checks on Richards Way. He 
has used it to repair the Kiln Lane entrance to Olive Jacks field.  

• Cllr Drummond has laid carpet tiles in the pavilion kitchen as a temporary measure. 

• A volunteer work party of Councillors and volunteers helped to move the rubber chippings to the 
play equipment in Olive Jacks play area, with further work due this week.  
 

b) External meetings updates: Cllr Adams attended a training on using social media to improve Council 
communications on 11/01/21. This focused on types of use for the page rather than the functionality. 
The hope is to communicate more widely and to get more feedback from residents.  
 

125/0121 Reports from ward Councillors. 
Cllr Phillips reported that the Wychwood lane planning application was withdrawn.  It had strong 
opposition, and no.7 Lewis Close is now for sale.  
Christchurch and Dorchester Residential are holding a consultation for the Bayswater Brook development 
with workshops over the next 3 weeks. This does not include Bayswater Farm.  
On Friday 18/01/21 at 6pm the developers of Thornhill Park are holding a meeting via zoom for residents. 
Cllr Walton commented that this was short notice for residents to be made aware and be available for 
Friday evening. Cllr Phillips said that digital community forums have been notified.  
 
Cllr Smith reported that both County and City Councils are working on budget planning and constraints. 
Cllr Smith submitted a motion to ban pavement parking (with some exemptions) and allow civil enforcement 
locally.  
A 12-month electric scooter rental scheme trial starts in February for Headington. This excludes Risinghurst 
but does include Thornhill Park and Ride. Users must be over 18 years old and hold a provisional driving 
licence, and speeds will be restricted to 10mph.  Private scooters are not legal yet, and if successful the 
rental scheme may be extended across Oxford.  
 
7.48pm Cllr Amin joined the meeting. 
 
126/0121 Purchase of Autumn bulbs:  
Resolved:  
a) To delegate to the Parish Clerk and Cllr Smith a budget of £200.00 to purchase bulbs that flower in the 

Autumn, and to purchase them according to value and availability.  
b) Cllr Smith to identify which bulbs are desirable.  
c) The Parish Clerk to report on the expenditure of the Thames Water grant for planting received in 2019. 
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127/0121 Society for Local Council Clerks (SLCC) membership:  
Resolved: To renew the membership of the SLCC for 2021/22 at a cost of £185.00 
 
128/0121 Richards Way Ballcourt: Health and safety advice on dogs in play areas from ROSPA was 
considered, with 3 quotes for signage on rigid plastic. Cllr Philpott needed to give this type of material an 
extra wood backing for the Downside Dip play area and proposed a more robust alternative. 3 quotes were 
considered to renew the basketball equipment for the Richards Way ballcourt, which is showing wear after 
10 years of use.  
Resolved:  
a) To ban dogs, with the exception of guide dogs, from inside all Parish Council fenced play areas for 

children and young people.  
b) To purchase and display notices to advise dog owners of the ban, and to ask Cummings Signs to quote 

for aluminium signs.  
c) To delegate to Cllr Fuller a budget of £500.00 for 2 each of new basketball rings, backboards and metal 

nets to purchase the best value/quality from each provider that fits the current hole patterns for fixings. 
Cllr Fuller agreed to install the equipment.  
 

129/0121 Fireworks Event 2021: Information was considered from Fantastic Fireworks who have been a 
reliable provider and accepted the cancellation in 2020 without financial cost to the Parish Council. 
Resolved: 
a) To make a provisional booking for November 13th 2021 with Fantastic Fireworks, conditional on 

government guidance for covid-19 safety. 
b) To obtain quotes for the quiet, and eco-friendly firework options.  

 
130/0121 Risinghurst playing field landscaping: Following phase 1 of the drainage improvements in 
November, further work is required in the Spring to level and re-seed the soil.  
Resolved: To accept the quote from White Horse Contractors to restore the surface level uniformity, supply 
and spread fertilizer and to supply and drill sports seed mix in 3 directions at a cost of £2,288.23 +VAT 

 
131/0121 Items for the next agenda  
a) Pedestrian footpath in Chillingworth Crescent, Wood Farm: following concerns raised by Cllrs and 

residents, to obtain information from the Head of Planning at Oxford City Council on the use of the 
footpath following a recent development (Cllrs Merritt and Smith) 

b) Olive Jacks play area: Cllr Walton to undertake a consultation with the age group who use the 
equipment and their friends/family on future improvements. The Parish Clerk will contact the Duke of 
Edinburgh award scheme co-ordinator and the schools to enquire if this appeals to them as a project 
for young people to undertake. Once the feedback is available this will be considered at the following 
meeting (Cllr Walton) 

 
Date and time of Next Meeting: Thursday 18/02/2021 via zoom video conference unless otherwise stated. 
 
The meeting ended at 8.35pm 

 

 

Signed:  Redacted                                                                                       Date: 22/02/2021 


