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Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 18/03/21 at 7.00pm 
via zoom video conference. 

 
Attending: 
Parish Councillors: Cllrs Adams (Chairman), Amin, Drummond, Fuller, Merritt, Naylor, Philpott, 
Purbrick, Smith, D. Taylor, L. Taylor, and Walton. 
Staff: Bev Field (Parish Clerk)  
City and County Councillors: Cllrs Munkonge and Phillips apologised as they had prior engagements.  
Members of the public: 2 
 
Public Participation Session:  
Residents 1&2: A new group called “Greener Risinghurst” has been formed to encourage a greener, 
wildlife-friendly Risinghurst. They hope to identify areas to increase the plants and have a plan to recruit 
street champions to encourage growing sunflowers that they will start growing and them distribute to grow 
on with prizes.  The group is working on a Parish Council grant application. It is a very new group and they 
are exploring lots of ideas, as well as volunteering at the CS Lewis reserve. 
 
Answer: Cllr Adams encouraged the group, as the Parish Council supports making the whole Parish a 
pleasanter environment. Any scheme needs to be carefully planned and may need neighbourhood 
consultation first. Parish Council grants aim to benefit as many residents as possible, so would not be 
suitable for providing plants for private gardens. The Parish Council is currently assessing where new trees 
can be planted around the Parish, co-ordinated by Cllrs Walton and L. Taylor. This includes members of 
Naturehood in Sandhills, and Greener Risinghurst were invited to join the walk-around and make 
suggestions. 
Cllr Smith invited Greener Risinghurst to contact the Risinghurst Community Association to provide support 
with planning a proposal for a project and funding application.  
 
Resident 3: An email request was received for a rubbish/dog poo bin for the CS Lewis nature reserve. The 
resident is 10 years old and regularly litter picks in the reserve and gave a breakdown of the types of 
rubbish they collect 20-30% are poo bags, 50% is plastic (bottles, wrappers, etc.) and 20-30% cans.  
 
Answer: Cllrs thanked the resident (and family) for their hard work in the CS Lewis reserve. It was agreed 
that there is a problem with rubbish in the reserve, but in the past residents have objected to siting a bin in 
Lewis Close and the footpath is too narrow. The litter is in the CS Lewis reserve which is owned by Berks, 
Bucks and Beds Wildlife Trust (BBOWT). The siting and emptying of bins, and the problem of bags of dog 
waste being thrown into the bushes were considered. Cllr Smith can request extra bins from Oxford City 
Council to be sited on the path from the London Rd, between Sandhills and Barton and the CS Lewis 
reserve. 
 
Agreed: The Parish Clerk will write to thank the resident for her letter, and contact BBOWT to support the 
resident’s request for a bin in the reserve.  
 
149/0321 Apologies: None. 
 
150/0321 Declarations of interest: None 
 
151/0321 Minutes:  
Approved: The minutes of the meeting held on 18/02/21 were approved for signing as an accurate record.  
 
152/0321 Matters arising:  

• Item of public participation: The scheme to facilitate wild grass verges by Oxfordshire County Council 
has been approved for new equipment. The focus is on large, continuous verges which are more 
efficient to manage in this way and provide more benefit to biodiversity.  In the Sandhills/Risinghurst 
area it will be the verges along the eastern bypass, plus the green in Nether Durnford Rd, Wood Farm.  

• Item 147/0221 The Parish newsletter has been drafted by the Chairman and the Parish Clerk, 
circulated to members and sent to the printers. The focus for this issue is the Chairman’s annual report 
and the coming Parish Council election. Both the City and County Councils also have elections.  
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153/0321 Committee minutes: The draft minutes of the Finance and Staffing Committee held on 08/03/21 
were received. 
 
 
 
154/0321 Planning and licensing applications: Representations to be made to Oxford City Council were 
considered for the following applications:  
a) 64 Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY application ref 21/00196/FUL for the erection of a first-floor rear 

extension (amended description). 
Resolved: No objection 

 
b) 12 Forest Rd, Risinghurst OX3 8LF application ref 21/00511/FUL for the demolition of existing 

external store and erection of a single storey rear extension. The erection of a part-single, part two-
storey side extension incorporating single storey front porch. 

Resolved: No objection 
 

c) 23 Terrett Ave, Sandhills OX3 8FE application ref 21/00505/FUL for the demolition of the existing 
rear conservatory and garden walls. The erection of a single-storey front and side extension and 
garden wall to front elevation. (amended description). 
Cllr Adams highlighted the proposal’s proximity to the pavement, which is an issue for the planning 
officer to address. 

Resolved: No objection.   
 

d) 109 Merewood Ave, Sandhills OX3 8EQ application ref 21/00475/FUL for the demolition of the 
existing single-storey rear extension and erection of single-storey rear extension 

Resolved: To comment that this proposal has already been built and requires a retrospective application. 
 
155/0321 Planning applications validated since the publication of the agenda: None. 
 
156/0321 Parish Clerk: The report of the Parish Clerk on actions taken on previous decisions was 
received. In addition, the Clerk reported that Oxwood Tree Surgery team have recovered from covid-19 
and hope to treat tree T40 on the footpath to London Rd in the next 2 weeks.  
 
157/0321 Finance:  The RFO’s monthly finance report was received and noted. The overview report shows 
the total bank balances and earmarked reserves. The receipts and payments report gives details of 
expenditure to date compared to the budget forecast. On 28/02/21 the balances were:  
Current account: £49,767.00 Savings account: £60,578.98 

Resolved:  A ward grant from Cllr Phillips of £2,500.00 for winter tree planting in Sandhills and the CS 

Lewis reserve was designated as an ear marked reserve. 

158/0321 Payments:  
The Downside Dip refurbishment invoice (Wicksteed Ltd) includes a saving of £622.36 due to 2 surplus 
swing seats and not requiring a welfare unit. Cllr L. Taylor has received positive feedback from families 
and the equipment has been well used since it re-opened. 
 
Resolved: The payment schedule was authorised. 
Agreed: Cllr Smith proposed a vote of thanks to the Parish Clerk for her hard work in managing the project, 
it is a fantastic job. 
 

             159/0321 Reports from Members:  
a) Parish Council updates: Cllr Smith highlighted that the daffodil bulbs that have been planted are 

English native species, which come up later in the Spring and can be enjoyed for longer. A big 
thank you to the volunteers who helped to plant them in the Autumn.   

b) External meetings updates: Cllr Walton reported on the Transport Forum held on 23/02/21 and 
circulated information. Rural parishes have more problems with transport connectivity. Sandhills 
has no bus service, but residents can access the bus stops at the Thornhill Park and Ride. She 
will consult residents through the summer newsletter.  
Cllr D. Taylor raised concern about the school bus service to Wheatley, see items for next agenda. 

 
160/0321 Reports from Ward Councillors:  
Cllr Philips (Oxfordshire County Council): a written report was sent by Cllr Philips. The Risinghurst & 
Barton controlled parking zones (CPZ’s) have been shelved, with no review date set, following the result 
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of the informal consultation which reported 26% supported the CPZ, 8% were unsure and 67% did not 
support it.  
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Smith (Oxford City and Oxfordshire County Councils):  The Risinghurst and Barton CPZ’s were 
subject to some confusion, which the City and County Councils were in favour of rolling out. The cabinet 
member deferred the decision, although some residents were in favour near Roundway and near the end 
of Collinwood Rd. In Quarry, the new CPZ has reduced commuter parking in Trinity and Quarry Roads, but 
some commuters have relocated to Kiln Lane and Richards Way. Cllr Smith confirmed that the proposed 
CPZ in Sandhills was also deferred.  
Next week will be the final meetings for the City and County Councils before the election on May 6th.  
 
161/0321 Repairs to verge at the corner of Downside Rd and Kiln Lane (Cllr Philpott):  
The Parish Clerk contacted the owner/developer who agreed to repair the verges. Planning enforcement 

at Oxford City Council were advised, and a letter was sent to the property requesting the verge repair. 

 
162/0321 Safety Concerns at Roundway: (Cllr Amin). 
The Parish Clerk contacted Thames Valley Neighbourhood policing team twice and requested feedback. 

Cllr Amin reported no concerns currently, partly because of the distress caused by the roof of the building 

opposite coming off. Cllr Smith updated the meeting that the residents have been moved to a hotel, and 

the Neighbourhood Policing team are dealing with a high number of covid-19 non-compliance complaints.  

Agreed: The Parish Clerk to contact the Neighbourhood Policing team to request regular, visible patrols 

at The Roundway area.  

163/0321 Timing of Parish Council meetings:  
Resolved: Not to change the start time of Parish Council meetings.  
 
164/0321 Utility providers: Quotes to provide water and electricity at the Pavilion were considered. Both 
are on standard variable tariffs (SSE electricity at 42.4p daily standing charge). The OALC highlighted 
‘Clear Utility Solutions’ who work to create group purchasing for Councils, to achieve lower charges using 
green energy and managing the switch.  
Resolved: To switch utility providers to YU Energy for electricity at 28.95p daily standing charge with an 
annual saving of £234 (2-year contract), and Everflow Water with a 35% annual saving of £22.79 (3 year 
contract) via Clear Utility Solutions.  
 
165/0321 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils membership 2021-22: OALC provide legal 
advice, training, lobby for Councils to government and work with the SLCC to give support.  
Resolved: To renew the OALC membership for 2021/22 at a cost of £659.32+VAT 
 
166/0321 Olive Jacks Field and Recreation Ground Charities: In preparation to merge two charities, 
quotes for legal work were considered alongside research and recommendations for the process, provided 
by resident Philip Bonnier some time ago. Cllr Fuller is currently the sole Trustee and has submitted 
accounts to prepare for the merger. Cllr D. Taylor identified an alternative solicitor at an OALC advanced 
training course. Wellers Hedleys specialise in Parish Council work and have recently undertaken similar 
work to merge and register charities and deal with Land Registry and they provided the lowest quote. 
Proposed by Cllr D. Taylor, seconded by Cllr L. Taylor.  
Resolved: 
a) To appoint Cllrs L. Taylor, Smith and D. Taylor as Trustees for the Recreation Ground charity.  
b) To commission Wellers Hedleys Solicitors to undertake the charities merger, transfer the land with the 

Land Registry, and set up a charitable incorporated organisation (CIC) if deemed suitable. 
c) To ensure the footpath from the playing field to London Rd is registered correctly with Land Registry.  
 
167/0321 Fireworks event 13th November 2021: Quotes for music to accompany quiet fireworks and a 
first aid responder service were considered. Music has been tried previously but was unsuccessful. 
Resolved: 
a) To commission Fantastic Fireworks to provide music to accompany the fireworks and request a choice 

of music styles. 
b) The Parish Clerk will apply for a music licence if required.  
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c) To request a quote from St Johns Ambulance for first responders. The Parish Clerk is delegated to 
commission the service providing the lowest quote, as both have been satisfactory previously.  

d) A working group to co-ordinate the Firework Event is agreed. The lead members are Cllrs D. Taylor 
and Fuller, and they will organise/delegate to Councillors and volunteers the bonfire supervision, 
marshalling, entrance tickets, sales etc as everyone contributes to make the evening a success.   

 
 
 
 
Cllr Amin left the meeting (due to connectivity problems) 
 
168/0321 Application for pitch maintenance grant: work has been undertaken with Oxfordshire Football 
Association, who are prioritising an application led by Headington Youth Football Club (HYFC) to the 
Football Foundation fund for pitch improvement and maintenance. The process reviews equipment, pitch 
condition, maintenance, improvements and makes recommendations. The Parish Council are requested 
to approve a 10-year service level agreement (SLA) and guidance was circulated.  
Cllrs considered this was a professional approach to pitch management, and the SLA shows the 
commitment of the Parish Council. The Parish Council has already undertaken some drainage work and 
identified the improvements required via White Horse contractors, and the grant is likely to pay for some of 
these improvements. Including review period and learning from the experience of other Parish Councils is 
desirable. 
Resolved: To approve the 10-year service level agreement with HYFC to progress the Oxfordshire 
Football Association Football Foundation pitch improvement grant. 
 
169/0321 Risinghurst Playing Field Improvement Plan: Advice is being sought on a future layout and 
community use for the playing field and pavilion site. A working group is needed to consider developing 
the plans and consultation for consideration by the Parish Council.  
Resolved: A working group is agreed, to develop a plan for the future use of the Risinghurst playing field 
and community facilities. Members are Cllrs Drummond, Walton, D. Taylor, Naylor, L. Taylor and Cllr Amin 
(subject to her agreement). Non-Councillors can be invited to join the working group as appropriate, to 
support with expertise and represent stakeholder interests.  

 
170/0321 Guidance on the death of a senior figure: 
Resolved: To support the Oxfordshire protocol by publishing details of how to engage with events, and to 
direct residents to the County and City Council expressions of public mourning. To support the Oxfordshire 
protocol in cancelling events, use the recommended dress code, and write a letter of condolence from the 
Chairman. 

 
171/0321 Items for the next agenda:  
a) School bus service to Wheatley: Younger siblings are being charged for the bus, and spaces are 

limited. The cycle route is not safe for children, and nor is the crossing. Cllr Smith will provide an update 
from Oxfordshire County Council for the next meeting. (Cllr D. Taylor) 

b) Purchase of BT phone box for Sandhills:  residents interesting in siting a phone box in Sandhills will 
be advised by Cllr Purbrick to contact Oxfordshire County Council, and to consider a consultation with 
a plan for the use and ongoing maintenance of the box, as they can attract anti-social behaviour (not 
for the agenda) 

c) Damaged grass verges: To discuss concerns about verges in Sandhills (Cllr Purbrick). 
 

Date and time of Next Meeting: Thursday 15/04/21 at 7.00pm via zoom unless otherwise stated. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.17pm 
 

 

 

Signed:   Redacted                                                                                                     Date: 11/05/2021 


