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Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 22/04/2021 at 
7.00pm via zoom video conference. 

Attending: 
Parish Councillors: Cllrs Adams (Chairman), Amin, Fuller, Merritt, Naylor, Philpott, Smith, D. Taylor and 
L. Taylor. 
Staff: Bev Field (Parish Clerk)  
City and County Councillors: Cllr (Phillips (apology received from Cllr Munkonge) 
Members of the public: 1 

 
Chairman’s announcements: one minute’s silence was held in respect for Prince Phillip, the Duke of 
Edinburgh.  

 
Public participation session:  
Resident 1: raised concern about the parking around Ringwood Rd and Grovelands Rd. There are safety 
issues with cars parking in both directions and ignoring the instructions to use the car parks. Parking on the 
corner happens, which disregards pedestrians, and the resident is worried about an accident. Football is 
important, but the corner grass should not be used to park, as this blocks visibility. Could there be bollards 
on the corners to stop parking under the trees?   
 
Answer: Cllr Adams brought item 189/0421 forward on the agenda to be dealt with while the resident was 
present. The discussion is recorded under item 189/0421.  
 
172/0421 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Drummond, Purbrick and Walton. 
Cllr Amin apologised she will leave the meeting early.  
 
173/0421 Declarations of interest: None 
 
174/0421 Planning applications: Representations to be made to Oxford City Council as follows: 
 
a) 41 Ridgeway Road Oxford OX3 8DT application 21/00825/FUL for the formation of one dormer to the 

rear roof slope with gable build up. 
Resolved: no objection 

b) 13 Ringwood Road Oxford Oxfordshire OX3 8JB application 21/00810/H42 for Application for prior 
approval for the erection of a single storey rear extension, which would extend beyond the rear wall of 
the original house by 4.00m, for which the maximum height would be 3.00m, and for which the height 
of the eaves would be 3.00m 
Resolved: No objection 

c) 52 Netherwoods Road Oxford OX3 8HE application 21/00710/FUL for a single storey side extension 
Resolved: No objection 

d) 109 Merewood Avenue Oxford OX3 8EQ application 21/00475/FUL for the demolition of the existing 
single storey rear extension and erection of single storey rear extension. (retrospective). 
This application was submitted after the extension was built, in response to Cllr Adams query that there 
should be a retrospective application now, which has been corrected. 
Resolved: No objection 

e) 11 Hosker Close, Sandhills OX3 8EN application 21/00892/FUL for the erection of a single storey rear 
extension and replacement of existing windows. 
Resolved: No objection 

 
175/0421 Planning applications validated since publication of the agenda: None. 
 
176/0421 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 18/03/21 were approved to be signed as an accurate 
record (proposed by Cllr D. Taylor, seconded by Cllr Naylor). 
 
177/0421 Matters arising:  
a) Public participation on dog waste bins at CS Lewis reserve: a reply from BBOWT has been 

circulated. It is difficult to fund and arrange the installation and regular emptying on reserves, and bins 
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can create other problems. BBOWT will try educating dog owners first, with new notices installed to ask 
owners to remove dog waste.  

b) 161/0321 Grass verge damage: Cllr Philpott asked for a further request to made to repair the grass 
verge by the new house on the corner of Kiln Lane/Downside Rd.  

Agreed: Parish Clerk to contact planning enforcement to request the verge is repaired. 
 
178/0421 Fireworks Event: Quotes and supporting information for music to accompany quiet fireworks 
were considered. This item was repeated from the last meeting due to poor connectivity that prevented 
participation, and further information is now available. 
Cllr Fuller reported that music was tried 10 years ago and failed due to a miscommunication about providing 
PA. He suggested trying quiet fireworks initially without music, which was agreed last year. Others have 
experienced quiet fireworks with music and found it helped the atmosphere. 
 
Proposal: to add accompanying music to the quiet fireworks.  
Proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr L. Taylor: In favour 6 Against 1 Abstained 2 
Motion carried.  
 
Proposal: The accompanying music choice is classical mix 
Proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Naylor. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolved: To commission Fantastic Fireworks to provide the PA and accompanying “classical mix” music 
to the firework display on 13th November 2021 
 
179/0421 Parish Clerk: The actions report was received. In addition: 
a) Grounds: The grounds supervisor returned from furlough/annual leave on 5th April. White Horse 

Contractors have levelled and seeded the playing field, and they are monitoring progress. Watering is 
required and a new hosepipe will be purchased for this work.  
Volunteers have continued to work on the grounds, pathway and woodland. Football has restarted, and 
the cricket club are working on the square again.  
Oxwood Tree Surgery have been delayed again but aim to do tree T40 next week. If they are unable to 
fit the work in this spring, the Parish Clerk has suggested looking for another tree surgeon.  
The boot scraper installation is being planned with Matt Welch. 

 
b) Trees overhanging properties in Netherwoods Rd by the footpath: Cllr Fuller has been approached 

about this issue. The Parish Clerk was informed the copse is owned by Oxford City Council, and the 
footpath by Oxfordshire County Council and would be dealt with, but furlough has interrupted that plan.  

       Cllr Smith has also been contacted and will take this up with both the City & County Councils.  
 
180/0421 Finance: The RFO’s monthly overview report shows the total bank balances and earmarked 
reserves. The receipts and payments report gives details of expenditure to date compared to the budget 
forecast. On 31/03/21 the balances were: Current account:  £21,615.81 and Savings account: £60,578.98. 
 
181/0421 Payments: Cllr D. Taylor agreed to authorise the payments online. Cllrs L. Taylor and Naylor 
agreed to sign the payment schedule.  
Approved: The payment schedule was authorised. 
 
182/0421 Reports from Members: 
a) Parish Council updates: 
Playing Field Working Group: Cllr Amin reported that the group met on 12/04/21 and Cllr Amin was elected 
to chair the group.  A site meeting was held on 15/04/21 with the Sports Development Manager and the 
Green Space Development Manager from Oxford City Council for specialist advice. This included the park 
entrance, location of the car park and pavilion, current safeguarding advice for the location of children’s play 
areas, and new outdoor activities. They suggested some site visits for comparison. The upper field was 
underused; therefore, the mowing was reduced and flower seeds sown (by Cllr Phipps), but it is not a rare 
habitat. Cllr D. Taylor highlighted the officers’ suggestion to dig out and restore the pond and encourage the 
return of native biodiversity. The natural environment is an important aspect of the facility.  This project will 
take a long time and will include a community consultation. The aim is to create an overall plan that can be 
delivered in phases as funding is identified. 
Cllr Adams said that the Thornhill Park developers (Shaviram) have been asked for a simple mixed-gender 
pavilion as described to design and build, to reduce costs, but no response has been received yet.  
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Play areas: Cllr Philpott reported that the gate at Downside Dip play area needs attention.  
b) External meetings updates: 
Parish Forum with Oxford City Council 29/03/21: The Voi e-scooter scheme in Headington was 
discussed. It restricts the areas scooters can go, and any misuse gets reported. There are painted parking 
areas for scooters. There are ongoing complaints, with weekly reviews with the police.  
 
Local Pharmaceutical Committee award of “Oxfordshire winners of the Pharmacy Hero” awarded to 

Roundway Pharmacy: Cllr Adams congratulated Cllr Amin and the Roundway Pharmacy on the award. 

Cllr Amin said the pharmacy was nominated by several members of the public in Risinghurst and Sandhills 

and she would like to thank them personally. She said it is a big credit to the support and commitment of 

our local residents, services and Parish Council. 

Cllr Amin left the meeting at 7.59pm  
 
183/0421 Reports from Ward Councillors:  

• Cllr Phillips (Oxfordshire County Council): The problems with parking at Roundway continue. People 
ring civil enforcement, who do respond. However, once they leave the area, the illegal parking resumes. 
She has requested a meeting to discuss new solutions.   
Cllr Purbrick raised concern about the gas replacement and mains services works in Sandhills causing 
disruption. and the company are now improving their communication with residents.  

 

• Cllr Smith (Oxfordshire County and Oxford City Councils): 4 years ago, the Stansfeld Trust building 
was recommended as a community asset by the Parish Council. The Oxford Conservation Group have 
been working on improvements in the grounds recently. It will soon re-open to residents, so please 
come and enjoy this wonderful facility, and the Trust have thanked the Parish Council for the support.  
Cllr L. Taylor thanked Cllr Smith for all her hard work with the Stansfeld Trust over the last 4 years.   

 
184/0421 Future meetings:  
a) Return to physical meetings: the coronavirus regulations for local authorities in 2020 removed the 

legal requirement for Parish Councils to meet in person, and these end on May 6th 2021.  
Agreed: To book the largest hall at the Risinghurst Community Centre. To follow the covid-19 guidelines 
on the use of masks (mandatory for the community centre), sanitiser, cleaning before and after use, 
social distancing and to use ventilation. The centre is registered for the QR code and contact details will 
be taken for track and trace. Initially, no tables (except for the Parish Clerk) to minimise touch points. 
  

b) Declarations of office and training for the new term of office:  
Agreed: The Parish Clerk will circulate the declaration forms in advance for preparation and be available 
prior to the Annual Council meeting for witnessing signatures. Any members who prefer to ensure this 
is done earlier can arrange a 1:1 with the Parish Clerk. The training booklet will be circulated to all 
members as a refresher, and OALC training sessions will be booked by the Parish Clerk.  

 
185/0421 School Bus Service to Wheatley:  
Cllr D. Taylor reported that Oxfordshire County Council have changed their policy for children attending 
school in Wheatley. Bus spaces are reduced so there is no guarantee of school transport for siblings, and 
the price has become exorbitant. The education authority stated that the nearest school is Cheney, and that 
Swan School has spaces. However, Wheatley has always been the feeder school for Risinghurst. The 
alternative is a service bus from Sandhills or cycling along a path that is not safe.  All appeals have been 
turned down. This is a budget cut by the County Council and people don’t understand this has been done. 
Cllr Drummond has assessed all the potholes along the track and his report was circulated. 
Resolved: The Parish Clerk will use “Fix My Street” to report all the potholes and ask for the cycle route to 
be improved.  
 
186/0421 Damage to grass verges in Sandhills: This item was deferred. 

 
187/0421 Green initiatives in the Parish: (Cllr Adams)  
Trees – Cllr Walton led a group in Sandhills to assess potential tree planting sites, and Cllr L. Taylor led a 
group in Risinghurst. Any planting should include a maintenance plan, and fruit trees should be avoided 
because of the mess from falling and rotting fruit.  The Parish Clerk has contacted the tree team at ODS 
and OCC to arrange a meeting in June. 
Verges management – The new Oxfordshire County Council policy to pilot some wild verges has been 
reported on previously. Two residents are promoting wild verges generally. It is vital that any initiative has 
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a public consultation particularly of the residents living close by, to explain the reasons for it and seek their 
views. A clear majority would be needed for this change, and there is concern that many people prefer 
verges to be mown and kept tidy because long grass can encourage litter and dog waste, and that hedges 
should be trimmed back to keep pedestrian space clear. In Netherwoods Rd there was a pilot scheme with 
these options, the residents could request feedback on that scheme from Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
Agreed: Cllr Adams, L. Taylor and Walton will create a short list of potential tree planting sites for the 
meeting in June.  
 
188/0421 Bayswater Farm development access route: Cllr Adams attended a meeting with SODC and 
Oxfordshire County Council with Cllr Phillips. The Highways officer said the issue of access through 
Sandhills was problematic because the bridleway is not owned (no right to build) and they will not 
recommend it.  Lonestar indicated they would cut down the tree at the end of Delbush Ave if permission 
was given. This is why the TPO was sought last year for this tree, to protect it from developers. 
 
189/0421 Parking at Risinghurst park gates: This item was dealt with at the start of the meeting, to enable 
the resident to hear the item, but is recorded in agenda order.  
Cllr Adams responded that discussions have been ongoing with HYFC since receiving complaints. Over the 
last 2 weekends marshals helped people to park inside the playing field or be redirected to the Thornhill 
park and ride, which the Parish Council has recommended. We understand the concerns and are 
sympathetic, and Cllr Adams has written a letter to all parents/carers to remind them of the safe parking 
arrangements. The park and ride is a safe, nearby option that we are recommending if the pavilion car park 
is full, not on street parking. 
The Parish Clerk reported that HYFC committee are volunteers working hard to re-start football for young 
people and were very concerned to manage the situation and work positively with residents. They 
rearranged the start/finish times of matches to avoid a bottle neck of cars, asked every team coach to tell 
their parents/carers about the parking requirements, circulated a letter from the Chairman of the Parish 
Council, marshalled the parking, managed the use of the car park to increase the numbers of cars that can 
use it, turned away casual users, redirected overflow cars to the park and ride and patrolled the nearby 
streets to address any careless parking. However, they are unable to deal with careless parking by other 
casual visitors to the park or residents, which also happens. The Parish Clerk has spoken with a karate 
group using the parking during lockdown, which added to the on-street parking. They are relocating to 
Sandhills Primary School once indoor classes are allowed. 
Cllr Adams thanked the resident for her feedback that the measures have improved the situation this 
weekend and agreed that marshalling needs to be encouraged. If residents see it deteriorate, they should 
contact the Parish Council.  
 
8. 30pm Cllr Smith left the meeting.  
 
190/0421 Items for the next agenda. 

• Keep Britain Tidy campaign from 28th May to 13th June 2021. 

• Resident’s request to repair the hedgerow backing onto the ball court (Cllr Drummond).  

• 70-year anniversary of the donation of the Olive Jacks memorial field (Cllr L. Taylor).  
 
Vote of thanks to Cllr Smith: Cllr Merritt proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Smith for her hard work with the 
Parish Council. Cllr Adams gave thanks and appreciation on behalf of the Parish Council for all the support 
Cllr Smith has given to him and all the members and residents. He has already written to Cllr Smith to thank 
her for her service to both the community and the Parish Council.  

 
Date and time of Annual Council Meeting: Thursday 20/05/2021 at 7.00pm at the Community Centre, 
Community Centre (large hall), Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY 

 
The meeting closed at 8.42pm          

 

 

 Signed:  David Adams (redacted)                                                                                       Date: 20/05/2021 


