
  

689                                                                               Initials: redacted 
 

Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 17/06/2021 at 
7.00pm at the Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8HA. 

 
Attending:  
Parish Councillors: Cllrs Amin, Fuller (Chairman), Jenkinson, Merritt, Purbrick and Wright. 
Staff: Bev Field (Parish Clerk)  
Members of the public: 2  
Oxford City and County Councillors: apologies received from Cllr Phillips and Munkonge. 

 
Public participation session: 
Resident 1: Representing Naturehood Sandhills, the resident has been liaising with Councillors with a plan 
not to mow the grass verges. This started in January and the delays have been frustrating. He had positive 
feedback from residents and a plan with map was circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
Answer: Cllr Fuller apologised for the frustration and encouraged residents to attend the Parish Council 
meetings to explain their views and participate. The resident was thanked by Councillors for his hard work 
and passion. Views regarding wild verges ranged from concern about safety, visibility, messiness, the 
effect on litter and dog waste and hayfever, to encouraging insect life, bee corridors, flowers and climate 
change and whether individual households can choose to opt out. The resident was asked to prioritise 
some areas in Sandhills to pilot leaving wild. 
 
Resident 2: The resident works on monitoring plants in verges around Oxford and supported having the 
choice to opt out of mowing. Following plant life guidelines is better than traditional cutting if there is no 
reason for it and different styles of verge management can affect the pollination and growth of plants which 
bring many benefits.  
 
Resident 3: An e-mail was read by the Parish Clerk requesting an item for the next agenda, to discuss a 
request for the Ampleforth Arms men’s football team to use the Risinghurst playing field pitches as a home 
ground.   
Agreed. 
 
35/0621 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Adams, Drummond, Naylor, 
Philpott, D. Taylor, L. Taylor and Walton. 
 
36/0621 Declarations of interest: None. 
 
Note: Item 52/0621 was moved and agreed to be dealt with at the start of the meeting to follow on from 
the public participation session. It is minuted in agenda order for referencing purposes. 
 
37/0621 Planning and licensing applications: Representations were considered for the following:  
 
a) 101 Merewood Ave, Sandhills OX3 8EQ application 21/01482/FUL for the erection of a single storey 

front and side extension, and alteration to one door on the rear elevation. 
Resolved: No objection.  

 
b) 38 Nuffield Rd, Wood Farm OX3 8RE application 21/01393/FUL for the erection of a first-floor rear 

extension and insertion of one window to the rear elevation 
Resolved: The Parish Clerk to comment that this development is underway and is a retrospective 
application. What is being built does not match the plans. Cllr Merritt to discuss with Cllr Smith from Oxford 
City Council.  
 
38/0621 Planning applications validated since the publication of the agenda: None. 
 
39/0621 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 20/05/2021 were approved and signed as an 
accurate record. 
 
40/0621 Matters arising:  

• Item 185/0421 Cycle route to Wheatley improvements: Oxfordshire County Council have responded 
to the request to improve the cycle route to make it safer for children cycling to school.  
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For the signage, they commented that the 'Give Way' cycle route markings are in good condition having 
been refurbished last year. The give way markings are the recognised and appropriate level of 
information to cyclists at this type of junction and therefore no further signs are used.  
For the potholes, a team member visited the site and cycled the route from Wheatley to Sandhill. 
Unfortunately, it does not meet the current intervention criteria so they cannot arrange a repair but will 
continue to monitor this during routine inspections. 

 
41/0621 Committee minutes: The draft minutes of the Finance and Staffing Committee held on 07/06/21 
were received and noted. 
 
42/0621 Parish Clerk: The actions report was circulated.  

• The Parish Clerk is on annual leave next week. 

• The utilities switch has been slow. SSE refused the switch request and Castle Water ignored the 
request. Clear Utility Solutions are working on it and the double payments should be reimbursed. The 
offer with Yu Energy is no longer available, so the switch has been done with a marginally better deal 
from British Gas Lite (about 1p per unit less). 

• Suggestions were invited for the plant budget. 
Agreed: Cllr Wright will suggest suitable plants, with Cllr Adams to agree the purchase.  
 
43/0621 Grounds Supervisor: a report was circulated with an additional report from the volunteers who 
have refurbished the Stef Spencer memorial flower bed.  
a) The volunteers were thanked for their hard work. 
b) Resolved: To approve a budget to plant bulbs for Spring flowers in the playing fields of £200.00 
c) Resolved: To approve the purchase of 5 LED lights for safety at the fireworks night at a cost of approx. 

£300.00 
 
44/0621 Finance: The RFO’s monthly overview report shows the total bank balances and earmarked 
reserves. The receipts and payments report gives details of expenditure to date compared to the budget 
forecast. On 31/05/21 the balances were current account £42,039.70 and savings account £60,578.98  

 
45/0621 Payments:  
Resolved: The payment schedule was authorised and signed by Cllrs Merritt and Jenkinson. Cllr Adams 
to authorise the payments. 
 
46/0621 Reports from Members:  
a) OxClean litter picking event 05/06/21: Cllr Adams had one volunteer for Sandhills, and they cleared 

the hotspots like the underpass. Cllr Jenkinson reported in Cllr D. Taylor’s absence that Cllr D. Taylor 
had a group of volunteers from Risinghurst and that the long grass hampered the litter picking. 
 

b) Thornhill Park Development meeting 07/06/21: Cllr Amin reported on a meeting attended with Cllr 
Adams and the Parish Clerk, with Shaviram the owners of Thornhill Park. They have updated the 
planning design to respond to the feedback they received, for example, reducing the height of 
properties near to Downside End and Pond Close. They are about to submit the application and will 
update the consultation website. A physical consultation will be held but has been delayed by the 
lockdown extension. A leaflet will be delivered to nearby properties to advise them of the consultation. 
The section 106 contribution was discussed, and some further discussion is expected.  

 
47/0621 Reports from Ward Councillors: None 
 
48/0621 Defibrillator: Advice from South Oxfordshire Ambulance Service and initial information on the 
need for a defibrillator in Sandhills was considered. 
Agreed: To investigate the installation of a defibrillator on Sandhills, including identifying the specific 
location, guardians, quotes and possible sources of funding for the Parish Council to consider. 
 
49/0621 Parish Council Newsletter:   
Resolved:  
a) To delegate to the Parish Clerk and Chairman to produce a Parish Council newsletter for July 2021 

(A3 folded to A4), to be printed by Leopard Press and hand delivered by Councillors.   
b) Councillors to provide short articles for inclusion to the Parish Clerk by 09/07/21 
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50/0621 Pavement licence for Roundway café: The licencing team visited the Roundway premises to 
give advice and asked that they make an application to have furniture on the Highway. A second visit with 
a warning letter has taken place, and if an application is not received, they will be notified that legal action 
will be taken if they continue to place unauthorised tables and chairs on the highway. 
The application must include a plan, to ensure members of the public are still able to use the pavement. 
When an application is made, there is a 7-day public consultation period where members of the public may 
view the application on our website, and leave a comment at : 
public.oxford.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple&searchType=LicencingApplication  
 
51/0621 Privacy policy:  
Resolved: To approve the privacy policy with an inclusion for the use of social media.  
 
Note: The following item was moved and agreed to be dealt with at the start of the meeting to follow on 
from the public participation.  
 
52/0621 Grass Verge Management: Oxfordshire County Council has a Biodiversity Policy that includes 
leaving the verges alongside bypass roads to grow wild with a single cut each August. The residential 
verges have also been left to grow long during May and at the request of some residents, but this was not 
subject to any consultation and has led to complaints being received. Wood Farm has not been affected. 
Grass cutting is commissioned from Oxford Direct Services who have asked the Parish Council for 
guidance on what is required. Councillors have asked for initial informal feedback and had a wide range of 
views expressed with a majority in favour of mowing the residential verges, and supportive of the bypass 
initiative. There is concern about the insect and plant life, bee corridors, climate change along with keeping 
residential areas tidy, free of litter and dog faeces and the safety of small children who are playing in long 
grass for example, by the Roundway roundabout and visibility for drivers. A working group will be agreed 
at the next meeting to plan a consultation on this issue.  
 
Resolved: a) Risinghurst - To request Oxford Direct Services to resume the traditional mowing schedule 
for residential areas in Risinghurst. To respect individual householders who wish to opt out of the mowing 
schedule for the grass service strip verge outside their property. To support the wild verge initiative for 
bypass roads, with the exception of the Roundway roundabout which is a safety hazard.  
 
Resolved: b) Sandhills - To request Oxford Direct Services to resume the traditional mowing schedule for 
residential areas in Sandhills. To respect individual householders who wish to opt out of the mowing 
schedule for the grass service strip verge outside their property. To support the wild verge initiative for 
bypass roads, with the exception of the entrance to Sandhills which is a safety hazard. To leave 3 small 
grass triangle areas to be wild on the junctions of Merewood Ave, Burdell Ave and Hilltop, as a pilot for 
residents to comment on in a consultation. 
 
53/0621 Low Traffic Neighbourhood in Quarry (LTN): A proposed LTN will shortly be subject to public 
consultation in summer 2021. The scheme will involve the installation of filters in the New Headington area, 
Old Headington area, and Quarry area to restrict traffic movement in residential streets. Cllr Roz Smith will 
be invited to speak on this issue at the next meeting. Details can be seen at: 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/emergency-active-travel-fund/active-travel-
2020-2022 
 

    54/0621 Items for the next agenda:  
a) Request from the Ampleforth Arms men’s football team to use the Risinghurst playing field pitches as 

a home ground (Cllr L. Taylor and resident request). 
b) Pavement licence update for other premises at the Roundway. 
c) Low Traffic Neighbourhood initiative for Quarry (Cllr Purbrick). 
d) Working group for grass verge consultation. 

 
Date and time of Next Meeting: Thursday 15/07/2021 at 7.00pm at the Community Centre, Community 
Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY 
 
The meeting closed at 8.38pm 
 
 
Signed:  redacted                                                                                                                     Date: 15/07/21 

https://public.oxford.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple&searchType=LicencingApplication

