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Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 15/07/2021 at 
7.00pm at the Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY 

 
 
Attending: 
Parish Councillors (Cllrs): Adams (Chairman), Drummond, Jenkinson, Merritt, Naylor, Philpott, 
Purbrick, D. Taylor, L. Taylor, Walton and Wright.  
Staff: Bev Field (Parish Clerk)  
City and County Councillors: None (apologies received from Cllrs Munkonge and Smith). 
Members of the public: one 

 
Public participation: none 
 
55/0721 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Amin and Fuller.  
 
56/0721 Declarations of interest: none 
 
57/0721 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 17/06/21 were approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
58/0721 Matters arising:  

• 42/0621 Suitable plants for autumn bulbs are yet to be identified and agreed, and it is late in the 
season to order and plant.  

             Agreed: to cancel the plan for this year.  

• 42/0621 The defibrillator project will be investigated in August.  
  
7.04pm Cllr Wright joined the meeting 
 
59/0721 Planning and licensing applications: Representations to be made to Oxford City Council were 
agreed for following planning applications.: 

  
a) 35 Burdell Ave, Sandhills OX3 8EE application 21/01738/FUL for the formation of a dropped kerb 

and new driveway. This has been refused previously due to the proximity to the corner and lamp post, 
although the applicant has not asked for advice from the planning officer.  

Resolved:  to object to the application on the basis of safety given in the previous refusal.  
 

b) 25 Kiln Lane Oxford OX3 8HA application 21/01631/FUL to erect a part-single part two-storey rear 
extension. Including the formation of one rear roof lantern, insertion of one window to the rear elevation 
and alterations to one window on the rear elevation. 
This property has erected a large log cabin in the grounds. There is already a ground floor extension 
and may comprise an excessive build on the plot. However, there are other extensions in the area that 
may set a precedent. 

Resolved: To comment that this may represent an over-development of the site, with the log cabin plus 
the pre-existing extension.   
  
Noted: 11 Netherwoods Rd application 21/00973/FUL was objected to by Highways due to highway safety, 
as the parking bay was too small. Revised plans have been submitted.  
 
60/0721 Planning applications: Representations to be made to Oxford City Council for applications 
validated since the publication of the agenda include: 
a) 2 Ridgeway Rd, Risinghurst OX3 8DR application 21/01939/FUL for the erection of a two-storey rear 

extension and formation of a steel glazed canopy to the rear. The erection of a single-storey front 
extension in association with the conversion of an amenity store-room into habitable space. Alterations 
to the fenestration, the insertion of two roof windows to the existing side flat parapet roof and installation 
of an EV charging point. 

      Agreed: not received in time to be considered, decision deferred.  
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b) Thornhill Park London Rd, Risinghurst OX3 9RX application 21/01695/FUL for the development of 402 

apartments (Class C3), a 133-bed hotel (Class C1), employment provision in the form of an Innovation 
Centre (2,200 sqm), with additional mixed-use accommodation to include office space, gym, café and 
restaurant (all within Class E), public open space, associated landscape, bicycle and car parking and 
the provision of a new vehicular access onto the A40.  

 
This application was validated this week with a consultation deadline of 11th August. The developers have 
cancelled the consultation display and meeting, due to covid-19 on the advice of Public Health Oxford. A 
leaflet will be sent to households in Sandhills and Risinghurst North and an online meeting arranged.  
 
The Parish Clerk has requested an extension to the consultation deadline, if this is refused an extra-
ordinary meeting can be held for the Parish Council to consider a response to the application.  
Agreed: to defer the decision to allow time to listen to residents.  
 
61/0721 Finance: The RFO/Parish Clerk report shows bank balances at £38,607.58 current account and 
savings £60,578.98 savings account.  
A quarterly review shows that 56.4% of the forecast income forecast has been received, with a second 
instalment of the precept due in September of £28,200. Expenditure is at 26.4% of the budgeted 
expenditure. £694.00 VAT has been claimed for the quarter. 
Playing fields expenditure was higher than forecast due to tree works. Upcoming costs include a proposal 
for further tree works £3,145 to be considered at the next meeting, and the cost of fireworks night will be 
determined by the income and affected by the covid-19 risk assessment regarding sales.  
 
62/0721 Payments:  
a) Resolved: The payment schedule was authorised, and Cllr D. Taylor will authorise payments online.  
b) Resolved: The August 2021 payment schedule is delegated to be authorised by the Chairman and the 

Chairman (or other member if necessary) of the Finance and HR committee.  
 
63/0721. Parish Clerk: The Parish Clerk reported on actions taken for previous decisions. Issues   
highlighted include: 

• Utility switch:  Clear Utility Solutions submitted a switch request to Castle Water for the postal 
address (not the sport pavilion) by mistake. A new switch request has been made to Castle Water, 
but both companies need to be paid until the switch is finalised and then refund can be made. The 
Risinghurst Community Association have been advised of the problem. The electricity switch is 
now going through for British Gas Lite.  

 

• The Charity merger is progressing and the documentation for agreeing the draft constitution and 
criteria agreed by the trustees has been submitted. 

 

• The newsletter is drafted with thanks to everyone who contributed an article. It is larger than 
anticipated but should go to the printers next week.  

 

• There are some issues with the website e-mails and a second enquiry has been sent to Seiretto.  
 

• Trees and ODS: The tree officer that the Parish Clerk was liaising with has left his role. The Tree 
Team at ODS are looking at the suggestions that have been made for trees on the Oxfordshire 
County Council Highway, to consider their advice.  

 
64/0721 Grounds Supervisor: The Grounds Supervisor reported: 

• The garage door was delayed due to covid-19, but then arrived early this week. The fitter is busy 
for a while, as it was not expected until August.  

• The second tree condition report work (April 2020) was completed in May 2021 and further 
suggestions for tree maintenance have been made on the advice of Oxwood Tree Surgery. A quote 
was received this week after the agenda was published, which will be considered on the September 
agenda. The works are non-urgent in respect of to public safety.  

• Anyone wishing to volunteer at the playing field should speak to the Grounds Supervisor.  
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65/0721 Reports from Members:  

a) Playing Field Improvement Working Group: the meeting planned for 28/06/21 was postponed. Cllr 
Drummond reported they intend to meet in the next 2 weeks.  
Pitch Improvement Grant: Cllr Adams and the staff team met with a representative from TT 
Supplies Ltd with HYFC on 15/07/21 to discuss the recommendations for the pitches. See item 
67/0721 
 

b)  Charity merger: The charity trustees met on 05/07/21 to review a draft constitution for a new 
merged charity of the Recreation Ground and Olive Jack’s Memorial Charities, and the documents 
have been submitted to Wellers Hedleys solicitor. 

 
66/0721 Reports from Ward Councillors: none 
 
67/0721 Football Foundation “Pitch Up” Pitch Improvement Grant: The grant is made up of £26,200 
from the foundation and £12,000 from HYFC over 6 years. Works recommended include slitting, 
overseeding, applying herbicide and fertilizer and decompaction. These are the most economical 
measures, as sand-slitting is beyond the budget of the grant and further actions can be considered if 
necessary.  A meeting with TT Supplies Ltd (the sports ground contractors recommended by Oxfordshire 
Football Association (OFA)) today resulted in a provisional plan to verti-drain with 14” tines every 3-4 weeks 
until October, as well as slitting and shock waving. To assess the impact this has made next year, and not 
to roll any area outside of the cricket square itself (i.e. not the cricket outfield area) as this would contradict 
the work being done.  
The drainage budget was noted and further consideration of other interventions e.g. in Olive Jack’s field 
can be considered by the drainage working group.  
Noted 
 
68/0721 Ampleforth Arms men’s football team: The team withdrew the request to use Risinghurst 
Playing Field as a home ground on the advice of the Parish Clerk and Cllr L. Taylor. The pitches are being 
played to the maximum on the advice of OFA and are in poor condition, which has attracted the Pitch 
Improvement grant. Pitches must be managed to ensure the grass has recovery time and teams need a 
home ground to register in the league, therefore, cannot have matches at the same time as HYFC.  
However, the team have continued to train at the same time as HYFC, who have pre-booked and pay pitch 
fees as well as carefully managing the parking. This has caused some difficulty with the parking and youth 
training. This is organised sport, and the Parish Council notice on the park gates advises groups that 
organised sport is only by permission from the Parish Council. Oxford City U10 FC also arranged an ad 
hoc practice on the field.  
 
Noted: Cllr L. Taylor has asked the Ampleforth Arms FC team co-ordinator to ensure this is not repeated. 
The co-ordinator apologised to the Parish Council via text during the meeting. 
Resolved: The Parish Clerk will write to the Ampleforth Arms FC and Oxford City U10 FC organisers to 
explain why they cannot be accommodated and request they arrange trainings at their home ground.  

 
69/0721 Litter picking equipment: Suppliers were recommended by OxClean for litter picking equipment   
and quotes obtained to purchase equipment. 
Resolved: To purchase from Helping Hands 6 x adult 85cm Streetmaster Pro litter picking sticks (£11.68 
each) and 4 x children’s sticks, with 10x handihoop bag openers. To defer purchasing hi-viz jackets. 
Equipment to be stored in the pavilion garage.  
 
70/0721 Pavement licencing update: Guidance was circulated on pavement licencing. A pavement 
licence is aimed at premises serving food and drink outdoors with seats and tables. This is what the 
Portuguese café at Roundway has applied for, and a comment was submitted for the Parish Council. 
.  
Advice was sought regarding produce on the pavement outside the greengrocers on the Roundway corner. 
The licencing team advised that under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Schedule 4, a street trading consent is not required where the trading is carried on in a street adjoining 
part of the business premises of a shop.  However, if it causes an obstruction or nuisance, residents can 
contact the County Council Highways Dept. at  LicensingandStreetworksTeam@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:LicensingandStreetworksTeam@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
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71/0721 Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) initiative for Quarry  
The LTN for Quarry is planned for August/September. Oxford City Council will have a consultation for 
residents to respond to online, and residents are also advised to contact their City Councillors with 
feedback. The trial will last between 6 to 18 months. The LTN’s that have been put in place in Oxford have 
been controversial, resulting in a demonstration in the city centre and an unfavourable response from 
Florence Park.  
 
72/0721 Working group for Sandhills grass verge consultation: It has been controversial to leave some 
areas to grow in Sandhills, and the decision to leave the residential areas uncut earlier in the year was not 
consulted upon by Oxford Direct Services (ODS). The 3 trial areas are examples of how it might look, and 
it seems to need managing properly, rather than just letting grass grow long. The consultation should 
include a management plan if areas are to be left uncut. An organisation called “Plant Life” gives practical 
advice on suggestions like a 50:50 balance to include safety issues, aesthetics and education on 
biodiversity. 
There are a small number of individuals who feel passionate on this subject, but the manner of their 
insistence of their personal views has caused offence and they do not represent the majority of residents. 
This has caused difficulty for the ODS team and the SSG/Direct Mole team repairing the verges after the 
gas works, who are being challenged to change their work schedules to the creation of wildflower areas 
without any authority. The only area that individual residents can request is left long is the “service strip” 
verge directly outside their own property.  
Resolved:  
a) To form a Grass Verge Management working group to plan and undertake a consultation of Sandhills 

and Risinghurst on the management of grass verges for 2022, which will report the findings to the full 
Parish Council. The group includes Cllrs Walton, Adams, Purbrick, Wright, Jenkinson and L. Taylor. 

b) To invite expressions of interest to join the working group through an article in the pending Parish 
Council newsletter.  

c) To clarify with ODS that the trial areas left long should be included on the monthly mowing schedule 
after the August cut. 

d) To advise SSG and Direct Mole Ltd that the grass verge repairs should be with grass seed as per their 
standard guidance. Any daffodil bulbs disturbed should be replaced. Any residents who wish to discuss 
that can be directed to the Parish Clerk (Cllr Purbrick proposed seconded by Cllr Adams: 9 in favour 2 
abstained). 

 
73/0721 Items for the next agenda: Risinghurst fete; unfortunately, Covid-19 has meant the fete will not 
being run this year. A fete is being planned for summer 2022 and is likely to be the last fete run by Cllr 
Naylor with the current committee, and they will need more volunteers for the actual day. The aim is to 
transition the management of the fete to the Parish Council for 2023. Item withdrawn.    
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
 
Date and time of Next Meeting (no meetings held in August): Thursday 16/09/2021 at 7.00pm at the 
Community Centre, Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Signature:    Redacted                                                                                             Date: 16/09/21 


