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Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
 

              Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 18/11/2021 at 
7.00pm at the Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY. 

 
Attending:  
Parish Councillors (Cllrs): Adams (Chairman), Drummond, Fuller, Jenkinson, Merritt, D. Taylor, Walton 
and Wright.  
Staff: None. 
City and County Councillors: Cllr Roz Smith (Oxford City Council/ Oxfordshire County Council) 
Members of the public: None 
Note: the meeting was recorded for the purpose of writing minutes. 

 
Public participation: None. 
 
123/1121 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Philpott, Naylor, Purbrick and 
Amin.  
Cllr Munkonge and Phillips sent their apologies (Oxford City and Oxfordshire County Councillors). 
 
124/1121 Declarations of interest: Cllr D. Taylor declared he is a neighbour of planning application 
21/03131/FUL. It was agreed that Cllr Adams will work jointly on the response from the Parish Council.  
 
125/1121 Managing Parking at Risinghurst Playing Fields: Headington Youth Football Team (HYFC) were 
unable to attend due to illness. A quote for implementing a Traffic Regulation Order at £3,255 plus works 
between £500-£1,000 was circulated, but the cost is prohibitive. Cones are put out to protect the gate 
area.  
Agreed: To ask HYFC to encourage use of the Park and Ride. To request that football match kick-off times 
do not overlap but allow extra time for cars to leave the site, before cars arrive for the next match.  
 
126/1121 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 21/10/21 were approved to be signed as an 
accurate record.  
 
127/1121 Matters arising: None 
 
128/1121 Notice of Vacancy: Following the resignation of Liz Taylor, Cllr Adams has written to thank you 
her for her service over many years.  
 The Parish Clerk has notified Oxford City Council, and a casual vacancy is published for 2 weeks. This is to 
make electors aware that they can ask for an election. At least 10 electors from the same ward should do 
this in writing by 3rd December, and then an election is held. The cost is met by the Parish Council. 
If no election is called or there are still vacancies left after the election, the Parish Council has the power 
to fill a casual vacancy by co-option. This is already being advertised because there are 7 outstanding 
vacancies and co-option will be on the agenda for 18th December.  
 
129/1121 Membership of the Finance and HR Committee: A vacancy has arisen; the committee is 
quorate with 3 members attending and there are 4 meetings per year. No nominations received.  
 
130/1121 Planning applications: To consider any representations to be made to Oxford City Council for 
applications validated since the publication of the agenda. Details can be viewed at www.oxford.gov.uk 
planning page at www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20000/planning and search for the property or application 
reference. 
a) 53 Stanway Rd, Risinghurst OX3 8HU application 21/03131/FUL for the erection of a single storey 

front extension. Relocation of existing cashpoint and formation of signage to front elevation 
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Cllrs noted that the application is not for the main Post Office property at 46a 46 Downside Rd, and a 
resident has already commented on this. Parking spaces may be compromised, there will be increased 
traffic later in the evening and deliveries. The plan goes to the boundary edge, which may set a precedent 
of breaching the building line. An alternative could be to incorporate the flats to the rear, rather than 
building outwards. The parcel storage is not appropriate at the front of the shop. The post-box and Parish 
Council notice board are very close, and the ATM and defibrillator will need relocating. The Parish Council 
is not against increasing the shop which provides a service to the community, but there are concerns 
about the layout and use of land.  
Resolved: Not to object to extending the shop service, but to raise concerns about the practical aspects 
mentioned above.  
 
131/1121 Finance: The monthly RFO/Parish Clerk report shows bank balances of £44,846.58 current 
account and £60,578.98 savings account to the end of October. Net expenditure on the fireworks event 
was £3,375 and the income was £3,219,71 
 
132/1121 Payments: The payment schedule was authorised.  
 
133/1121 Parish Clerk report: The actions report was circulated. In addition: 
a) Drainage project: the work is provisionally fixed with the contractor for w/c 22nd November. Once 

there is a date, information will be published on the website, Face Book and posters to let people 
know what is happening. 

b) Defibrillator progress: the unit is on the payment schedule and should take 3 weeks for delivery. A 
training evening for 26th January with South Oxfordshire Ambulance Service is being arranged. There 
will be an online training option via Heart London. Installation is yet to be arranged with ABELL for 
Bush House. 

c) Staff: The Grounds Supervisor will be on annual leave w/c 22/11/21 
 
134/1121 Grounds Supervisor: A video was circulated to show the fantastic bonfire. Thank you to Unicol 
for the pallets, and to HYFC for feeding the helpers and the fireworks team. A full end of year report will 
be provided for the December meeting. 
 
a) Full service for grass cutting machinery: Costs have been kept low on the machinery by the Grounds 

Supervisor over the last decade, but it now requires a full service with parts. A quote from ARC at 
approx. £2k (dependant on parts) has been compared with two other providers and is a fair price.  
Resolved: To approve the full service and parts by ARC of the mower. 

b) To approve a maintenance contractor:  
Resolved: To delegate to the Parish Clerk and Chairman to agree a reasonable price to prepare and 
paint the slide at Downside Dip, and further tasks as agreed.  

 
135/1121 Fireworks Event report:  Cllrs Fuller and D. Taylor reported that the wood was kept dry and not 
green; the bonfire was well built and burnt successfully this year. There was a 5-minute delay to starting 
the fireworks to ensure everyone was in the gates. There was one safety incident reported to SSG, and 
Cllr Fuller involved the PCSO who called a backup unit, but there were no further concerns. Refreshments 
run by HYFC went well. It helped to have music although it was too quiet, and the wind was against it. 
The Fantastic Fireworks team had to go back for the PA. The (leftover) Glo-sticks were popular, and new 
stock will be ordered to sell next year. There was enough space for everyone attending, and it was noted 
the Park and Ride must be used for people driving in. More people are needed to take gate money and 
contactless payment will be investigated for next year. 
The Clerk reported that Fantastic Fireworks agreed to investigate why there were some noisy fireworks 
at the start and finish and thought it may have been a faulty batch. There was positive feedback on social 
media and SSG reported no further concerns.  
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a) Agreed: Thank you to everyone who helped make this a successful event including Cllrs Fuller and D. 

Taylor, to Unicol for the pallets, the volunteers for setting up and clearing up, and to HYFC for 
providing refreshments. To Cllr Naylor and Margaret Taylor for their work managing the money in a 
busy pavilion. An especially big thank you to the Grounds Supervisor for his work providing electricity 
across the site and building the bonfire and all the practical setting up and clearing away.  

b) Agreed: To provide a work plan to document the equipment and layout required for the event, which 
is undertaken by the Grounds Supervisor. 

c) Resolved: To book Fantastic Fireworks for Saturday 12th November 2022  
 
136/1121 Reduced Bus Service Report: The Chairman asked the Parish Clerk to write to Stagecoach with 
concern about the reduction of the service, and Stagecoach replied on 27/10/21 as follows: 
 
“Dear Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council I am writing to inform you of the withdrawal of the 
Stagecoach number 9 service from the 31st of October 2021. I would first of all like to apologise for the 
late notification of this change. 
The Covid-19 pandemic has had a huge impact on travel habits within the county since March 2020. Whilst 
we have welcomed back a number of customers over a number of months, we must recognise that the 
return of bus use in Oxford has been slower than we are seeing in many other parts of the country. We 
are currently looking at a 45% reduction in passenger numbers compared to pre covid and are looking at 
@ 50 people a day using the 12 departures from Risinghurst which is on average 4 a journey. 
At a time, where our resources are being heavily challenged through drivers leaving the business for a 
number of reasons, we have had to make some difficult decisions to reduce services to better balance our 
resources against demand. Oxfordshire County Council have been made aware of our plans as any changes 
at the moment have to be accepted by the local authority before going ahead. Service 9 hasn’t 
disappeared completely; Oxford Bus Company are continuing to operate their hourly service 9 through 
Risinghurst and onto Headington and Oxford City Centre. We recognise that this is a step down from the 
current 30-minute service provided with two operators running the route. I am sorry this is not the answer 
you may have hoped for and the late notice of these changes.  
Kind regards, Stagecoach West and Oxford Tube marketing director.” 
 
Cllrs noted that people who rely on the bus service will find the reduction difficult to adapt to, particularly 
if they have reduced mobility. It is a vital service and people should be encouraged to use the bus and 
increase the uptake. Barton has a frequent service but without any subsidising of the service, it needs to 
run economically. Cllr Roz Smith is pursuing the service being reinstated with Stagecoach and is exploring 
other funding and transport options. 
 
137/1121 Reports from Members:  

• Community Safety meeting 28/10/21:  Cllr D. Taylor attended and reported that police want to 
reassure residents and are having an increased police presence in Barton. He asked them to 
communicate with the Parish Council when there are crime issues in the area, and to patrol and 
meet young people when they are congregating e.g. waiting for the school bus. 

• Playing Field Improvement working group 11/11/21: Cllr Walton reported they met highways 
engineers from ODS to discuss standards and costs for path laying, and a quote will follow. Next 
meeting in January.  

• Grass Verge Management working group 15/11/21: Cllr Jenkinson reported the group plan some 
trials in some areas of Terrett Ave for planting native flowers like yellow rattle. Cllr Adams has a 
referral from Oxfordshire County Council to an ecologist for advice. 

• Parish Forum 10/11/21: Attended by Cllrs Adams and D. Taylor and the Parish Clerk. They gave 
a presentation on Oxford City Housing Ltd and their development plans across the city for social 
housing. Secondly, that there will be a new Bus Partnership forming.  
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• CS Lewis Reserve: Cllr Wright reported on volunteering with BBOWT. They have regular work 
groups on the last Sunday of each month. BBOWT need to fell more ash trees, and there are 
challenges managing the water runoff and soil erosion. The work to repair damage to the reserve 
continues and to educate visitors on safely enjoying the area without harming wildlife.  

                                            
138/1121 Reports from Ward Councillors:  
Cllr Smith reported: 

• Oxford City Council next meeting is on 29/11/21 at 5.00pm. Budget planning is a focus due to 
reduced income from rents, car parks and business rates and increased pay expenditure.  

• Light displays will be on for the Headington Festival (street trees)19/11/21, the Christmas tree 
lights at the old Barclays bank site in Headington will be turned on 04/12/21 at 4.30pm and Oxford 
Castle have a light display showing from 19/11/21 for a 950-year celebration.  

• Headington Quarry village hall AGM 25/11/21 at 7.30pm, everyone welcome. 

• Markets in Headington on 04/12/21 with a Christmas theme and an extra market on 22/12/21. 

• Risinghurst Community Association is starting a petition to reinstate the Stagecoach route 9 bus 
service. 

   
139/1121 Platinum Jubilee 2022 Celebrations: The Chairman was concerned that residents would expect 
and want to know what events the Parish Council would be organising for this weekend, as the summer 
fete is the following weekend. The Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire is encouraging communities to consider 
holding a “Big Lunch” on Sunday 5th June, either with small street parties or a picnic in the park. What 
would residents like to have organised?  
The Chairman encouraged all Councillors to bring feedback from residents to the next meeting for ideas 
on the activity and venue. 

 
        140/1121 Section 106 Grant: 

a) Application by Wheatley Park School:  
Resolved: To award a grant of £300.00 to be paid subject to receipt of the signed application form. 

 
b) Awareness of the grant scheme: 

Agreed: To encourage groups that directly benefit residents of the Parish to contact the Parish Clerk 
to apply for a small grant, as this budget is currently underused. 

 
141/1121 Items for the next agenda: Co-option of Councillors, Platinum Jubilee celebration ideas, 
biodiversity plan. 
 
Date and time of Next Meeting: Thursday 16th December at 7.00pm at the Community Centre, 
Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 
 
 
 
Signature:    Cllr D. Adams (redacted)                                                                                      Date: 16/12/21 


