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Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting of Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council held on Thursday 21/10/21 at 7.00pm at the 

Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY.    
Attending: 
Parish Councillors (Cllrs): Adams (Chairman), Amin, Drummond, Fuller, Jenkinson, Philpott, D. Taylor and Walton. 
Absent: Cllr L. Taylor 
Staff: Bev Field (Parish Clerk)  
City and County Councillors: Cllr Phillips (Oxfordshire County Council) 
Members of the public: 6 

 
Chairman’s announcements:  

• Our condolences to the family and friends of ex-Cllr Les Foster-Barnes, who was the Parish Councillor for 
Wood Farm. We have been advised that the funeral took place on 08/10/21. 

• On behalf of the Parish Council our thoughts and sympathy are with the friends and family of Lee Butler 
following the tragic fatal incident in Barton.  

 
Public participation  
Residents 1&2: Representatives of the Risinghurst Post Office spoke about their plans to extend the Post Office 
premises to enable the service to expand. Plans were circulated for the planning design and the proposal is 
supported by the Post Office, with investment in the security aspects like bullet proof glass.  The proposed shop will 
extend at the front to the boundary line. They seek to provide extended opening hours and expand the courier and 
banking services.  
Cllr Adams responded that the Parish Council appreciates that the Post Office provides a great service to the 
community, and the need to expand the premises to improve the services offered. Cllrs highlighted that the plan 
would take the shop front on Downside Rd beyond the building line of the properties along Downside Rd, which 
could set a precedent. Converting the downstairs flat was suggested as an alternative and there was concern that 
all the customers would need to walk through the Post Office to access the shop.  The Post Office team were thanked 
for providing a good service to the community. Once the application is validated by Oxford City Council, the Parish 
Council are a consultee and will formally comment at that point.  

 
Resident 3: An e-mail was read out from the resident who explained his views. He is concerned about parking on 
football match days with the volume of cars increasing. Recent use of parking on the grass was a concern along with 
on-street parking and safety on the street if cars are speeding. He acknowledged the effort made by the football 
club (HYFC) to monitor and manage the parking. 
 
Cllr Adams responded that the grass is now too soft for parking on, and this should not happen again until the 
summer. Visiting teams will be reminded to use the Park and Ride. Unfortunately, the Parish Council has no 
jurisdiction over the speed of vehicles, which is a problem in urban areas nationally.  
The Parish Clerk reported that HYFC had checked the grass was dry enough the day prior to the match and the extra 
parking was for around 30 minutes during a crossover between matches, to avoid any on street parking. The 
Grounds Supervisor is consulted on pitch condition, and they continue to steward the parking and use the bollards 
provided for the entrance. All team coaches are asked to remind parents to use the Park and Ride, park courteously 
and use the park facility with care.  
Agreed:  
a) To invite HYFC to attend the next meeting to discuss the practicalities of managing the parking. 
b) To enquire with OCC Highways about double yellow lines at the park entrance. 
 
Resident 4: Concern was raised about the Thornhill Park phase 2 development. The Parish Council response to the 
initial planning application was excellent, but the resident is concerned that awareness of the plans is still low. Is 
there another consultation period?  
Cllr Adams responded that every household in Risinghurst and Sandhills was leafleted twice about the planning 
application by the developers, and it was included in the Parish Council newsletter with information updated on the 
website and Facebook. The number of dwellings on the site was defined in the Oxford City Council Local Plan and  
was added at the end of the process at the inspector’s examination in public, so there was little chance to respond. 
The proposal increases the number of dwellings in Risinghurst by 50%. A revised application is being worked on,  
which responds to residents’ concerns and will have a further consultation period. The Parish Council will be 
consulted (Oxford City Council are the planning authority) and will work to raise awareness again.  
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98/1021 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Naylor, Purbrick, Merritt and Wright. 
Apologies also received from Cllrs Munkonge (Oxford City Council OCC) and Smith (OCC&Ox’shire County Councils) 
 
99/1021 Declarations of interest: Cllrs Fuller and D. Taylor for item 107/1021 as they are Trustees of the charities.  
 
100/1021 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 16/09/21 were approved as an accurate record. 
Proposer Cllr Walton, seconded by Cllr D. Taylor.   
 
101/1021 Matters arising:  
89/0921 The ROSPA safety reports are under review by Cllr Fuller, and the Grounds Supervisor is looking at the 
actions, and for a maintenance handyman to support repair work.  
92/0921. Cllr Adams submitted a response to the Oxfordshire Local Plan 2050 consultation within the deadline.  
 
102/1021 Planning and licensing applications:  
a) 1-2 Land to the rear of Collinwood Close, Risinghurst OX3 8HS application 21/02682/FUL to erect 2 x 1 bed 

single-storey dwellings with the provision of car parking, bin and cycle stores, 
Resolved: To object on the grounds that previous objections to applications for this property remain valid. To 
highlight that the description of the number of bedrooms does not match in the plans.  
 
103/1021 Planning applications validated since publication of the agenda: None 
 
104/1021 Finance: The monthly RFO/Parish Clerk report shows bank balances of £26,275.73 current account and 
£60,578.98 savings account to the end of September.  
The second instalment of precept of £28,200 was received on 05/10/21. VAT of £ 406.77 was claimed for the second 
quarter. A CIL (community infrastructure levy) payment of £1,341.15 was received in respect of the development 
18/00731/FUL at 2 Downside Rd.  

 
105/1021 Payments:  
Resolved: The payment schedule was authorised.  
 
106/1021 External Audit Report 2020/21: 
Agreed: The report and certificate of limited assurance with no concerns raised was received and noted. The Parish 
Clerk/RFO was thanked for her hard work to demonstrate sound internal controls. 
 

                107/1021 Charity merger update: Advice from the solicitor and NALC was considered.  
Agreed: The Parish Clerk to contact the Charity Commission to confirm what is acceptable practice with the financial 
arrangements and how the charity can demonstrate it is active.  

 
108/1021 Parish Clerk report: The actions report was circulated.  

• Annual leave is booked for the Grounds Supervisor w/c 25/10/21, and the Parish Clerk w/c 01/11/21. 

• The ditch drainage work has moved forward as the quotes have been received and the lowest quote accepted. 
A date is being liaised for the work to go ahead.  

• Cummings Signs have agreed to replace the Richards Way signage, as it is peeling. 

• A resident was injured in a fall in Grovelands Rd, due to the deep holes in a grass verge. This was raised with 
Oxfordshire County Council, and the verge has been fully reinstated.  

• Further e-mails regarding tree planting resulted in the information that no planting is planned by ODS for either 
Sandhills or Risinghurst. Cllr Phillips will follow this up.  

 
109/1021 Grounds Supervisor: The report was circulated. Winter machinery maintenance is underway, and the 
footpath repairs have been started. The upper meadow grass has been cut, and the hedges trimmed. Initial tree 
work has been undertaken to help clear ready for the ditch digging. The new park bench has been planned with Cllr  
Naylor and the bins increased on football days. Thank you to the volunteers, who are helping with planting spring 
bulbs, woodland work, hedge clearing and maintaining the flower bed at Downside Dip play park.  
Some garden tools need replacing, and 2 system padlocks which were agreed with the Parish Clerk.  
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110/1021 Reports from Members:       
a) Risinghurst Community Fete Committee on 12/10/21: the next Community Fete will take place on 12/06/22 

with a Queen's Platinum Jubilee theme. There will be a themed children’s fancy dress competition to judge. 
This will be the last fete that the committee and Cllr Naylor will organise. The committee is independent 
currently, and the funds will transition to the Parish Council. The annual seniors Christmas party will be held at 
Collinwood Road Church Hall on 09/12/21 for all older members of the Parish, funded by the Community Fete 
fund. The Friendship Club will continue to organise the event and may seek a Parish Council grant in future. 

b) Oxfordshire County Council priorities workshop 18/10/21: Cllrs Adams and Jenkinson attended along with Cllr 
Phillips. This is a big engagement exercise, with more events with community organisations, business and 
Town/Parish Councils. The 9 aims are laudable but need a budget and plan to implement them. The aim is to 
write a strategic plan and continue the dialogue. A resident’s survey has been sent to 4,000 households.  

c) Grass Verge Management working group 30/09/21 and 14/10/21: The group had a meeting and elected Cllr 
Jenkinson as the Chairman. It has got off to a flying start with a walk around Sandhills to identify areas that 
could be cultivated with wildflowers. A member of Naturehood Sandhills agreed to quantify what is growing in 
these areas.   

d) Playing Fields Improvement working group 11/10/21: Cllr Walton reported on a visit to Five Mile Drive sport 
pavilion by Cllrs Walton, Jenkinson, Adams and Drummond. This is very basic, but the manufacturers website 
shows different options to explore. Feedback with drawings from children in year1 and 2 at Sandhills school has 
been received and other groups have been contacted. The working group are considering a community 
questionnaire to help shape the final consultation.  

 
111/1021 Playing Field Working Group pathway proposal: A proposal by Cllr Drummond to extend the pathway 
around the Risinghurst Playing Fields was discussed. This was a quick, low-cost option using equipment in-house 
and volunteers to help.  
The discussion highlighted concerns about reaching a minimum standard for the safety of all park users, and to seek 
advice on the minimum specification for a public path. Cllr Adams volunteered with the pathway repairs last week 
and found that while the roller smoothed the surface, it did not compact it. Laid paths are expensive and would 
require grant funding and the use of section 106 or CIL funds. The consultation will give direction in understanding 
the needs of the community before any improvements are made. Cllr Drummond was thanked for his preparation 
work for the proposal. 
Proposal not seconded (failed) 
Agreed: to make inquiries for information and cost comparisons on a minimum standard for public paths.  

 
112/1021 Reports from Ward Councillors:  
Cllr Phillips:   

• Community Safety meeting with police: following the murder on 8th October the police held a community 
meeting on 15/10/21 in Barton. A second meeting will be held at Barton Community Centre Sports Hall on 
28/10/21 at 6.00pm with the police attending to listen and answer questions. Cllr Amin is aware of a high level 
of concern in the community, any questions or concerns should be raised at the meeting.  

• Stagecoach route no.9 bus service to Risinghurst: Cllr Phillips heard a rumour that Stagecoach is withdrawing 
its service to Risinghurst. She will be making enquiries at Oxfordshire County Council to clarify the situation. 
The website/Facebook page will be updated with any further information on this issue. 

• National bus strategy: The Oxford Bus Improvement Plan (OXBIP) is a £50million funding bid that has been 
submitted. It included a proposal to redirect bus route 8, because it is significantly delayed in accessing Green 
Rd roundabout because it is not signalised. A one-way bus-only road linking Waynflete Rd to London Rd was 
proposed in the bid, and Cllr Phillips raised objections to the proposal.  

• LTN for Quarry: Cllr Jenkinson asked for an update. The issue is very divisive, and a consultation is planned 
before Christmas, but no further update was available.  

 
113/1021 Section 106 Grant Application: Roundway Pharmacy is now a covid-19 treatment site for all adults 16+; 
one of only 3 pharmacies across Oxford. Rather than an extra treatment room, the pharmacy has applied for an 
extension to the opening hours, to accommodate the vaccine clinic which is currently Monday to Wednesday. An 
outdoor shelter is being considered, and ideas will be welcome.  
Resolved: This item deferred.  
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114/1021 Defibrillator: Advice has been sought from South Oxfordshire Ambulance Service. ABELL trustees have 
kindly agreed to site a defibrillator on Bush House, Sandhills. Grants have been offered from Cllrs Phillips, Smith, 
Munkonge and Rowley, Roundway Pharmacy and the Risinghurst Fete Committee. A grant from Hearts London has 
been applied for which provides a discounted purchase price.  
Resolved:  
a) To arrange the purchase and installation of a defibrillator and locked heated outside cabinet for Sandhills from 

Hearts London. The model is Mindray C1A defibrillator & external heated cabinet with keypad lock at a 
discounted cost of £1,255.00 + VAT plus installation.  

b) To locate the defibrillator on the wall of Bush House, 2 Merewood Ave OX3 8EF to maximise the accessibility 
and provide a source of electricity.  

c) Funding to be provided with grants from Cllrs Chewe Munkonge, Cllr Glynis Phillips, Cllr Mike Rowley, and Cllr 
Roz Smith, and donations from Risinghurst Fete Committee and Roundway Pharmacy. 

d) To arrange training and awareness across the community.  
 
115/1021 Bench for Risinghurst playing field:  
Resolved:  
a) To purchase a “Southampton seat” from Neptune Street Furniture at a cost of £520.00+VAT. This is the closest 

match available to the current park furniture and the correct dimensions for the location and users.  
b) To commission Total House Construction to install the seat.  
c) The full cost (net of VAT) of purchase and installation to be donated by the Risinghurst Fete Committee.  
 
116/1021 Litter bins: Headington Youth Football Club (HYFC) requested additional bins and raised concern about 
the increase in dog faeces on the sport pitches. One existing bin is rusted through and needs replacing. A pilot was 
undertaken using 2 temporary bins over 2 weekends and at least half a bin was collected in each. The bins should 
match existing stock. A poster has been distributed around the park, to remind dog owners of their responsibilities 
and the health risks to children of dog faeces. 
Resolved:  To purchase 3 Glasdon school litter bins model Topsy 2000 at a cost of £556.02+VAT including fixings and 
delivery. Total House Construction to install 2 bins as directed by the Grounds Supervisor. 

 
117/1021 Fire safety:  A risk assessment from the Fire Service was circulated. All 4 extinguishers were checked and 
(CO2 foam and water) have been replaced and protective jackets ordered.  
Resolved: To purchase and install 3 smoke alarms in the Sport Pavilion.  
  
118/1021 Fireworks Event Update:  The Grounds Supervisor is contacting Unicol for pallets and is ready with plans 
for the electricity, bonfire and tractor. Cllr Naylor will work with the Parish Clerk to manage the entrance money. 
Volunteers will meet at 5.45pm before the gates open. Cllr Fuller will co-ordinate the bonfire building with a team 
on Friday 12th November. Gates open 6.00pm, bonfire lit 6.45pm and the fireworks display 7.15pm. 
 

       119/1021 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: This item was deferred. 
 
120/1021 History of Olive Jacks Memorial Field and Risinghurst Recreation Ground: Thanks, and appreciation were 
given to Felix Lam from the Oxfordshire Gardens Trust Research & Recording Group for the report on the history of 
Olive Jacks Memorial Field. The Playing Field Improvement working group are considering an information board for 
the history of the field.  
Resolved:  
a) To write and thank Felix Lam for her hard work and excellent report.  
b) To create a history tab on the website to make the report widely available.  
 
121/1021 Biodiversity: This item was deferred. 
 
122/1021 Items for the next agenda. Parking at the playing field on football match days. 
 
Date and time of Next Meeting: Thursday 18/11/21 at 7.00pm at the Community Centre, Community Centre, Kiln 
Lane, Risinghurst OX3 8EY 
Meeting closed 9.20pm    
                                                                      
Signature:  Cllr D. Adams (redacted)                                                                                                                   Date: 16/12/21 


